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The Rising begins a new Left Behind series that will give you a glimpse into the lives of your favorite

characters before the Rapture. Have you ever wondered what life was like before the Rapture for

Rayford, Irene, and Chloe Steele, Bruce Barnes, Buck Williams, and Tsion Ben Judah? Plus, see

why Viv Ivins plays such a pivotal role in Nicolae Carpathia's life. What were the events surrounding

Nicolae's sudden rise to power? How did he become filled with evil? You will find all these answers

and more in this exciting new series!In The Rising,Marilena Carpathia has only one dream: to be a

mother. So when a mysterious clairvoyant promises the fulfillment of this dream, Marilena does not

hesitate. Through genetic engineering and the power of the prince of darkness himself, Marilena is

about to become a chosen vessel, one who will unknowingly give birth to the greatest evil the world

has ever known. Halfway around the world, God's plans are subtly being carried out too. Young Ray

Steele is determined to avoid one day taking over the family business. Instead, Ray sets his heart

on becoming a pilot. Soon Carpathia's and Steele's lives will intersect. And good and evil will clash

in an explosion that will shake the world. The eternal battle for souls has come to earth. The world

hurtles toward the countdown to the Rapture.
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Even though I am a huge fan of the Left Behind series and feel that it has done much to advance

the cause of the Gospel throughout the world, I must admit that I rolled my eyes when I heard that

Jerry Jenkins and Tim LaHaye were releasing three more books. I felt that people had waited long

enough for Glorious Appearing. I have actually talked to more and more people who liked the

Left-Behind series but have felt that it should go quietly into the night.So I was surprised at the aim

and direction of Rising. Jenkins could have rolled out the same script and characters as Left Behind,

inserted some forward-looking prophecies by Tim Lahaye, threw a few dozen Bible verses in and

called it a day. Instead what comes forth is a reasoned, deep, character-driven, rich novel of intrigue

and suspense.Jenkins takes us through the rather sordid events that surround the conception of the

one who will be the antichrist, tapping into a well of mainstream evangelical theories as to the

origins of his birth. A dowdy teacher's aid is chosen by the Satan-worshipping organization that is

setting itself up to rule the world. At the same time, we're taken through the very average life of one

Rayford Steele, who will emerge, post-Rapture, as a hero and nemesis of Carpathia.I was mildly

disturbed and surprised by the detailed events of both Carpathia's conception and the juvenile

college relationships of Rayford Steele. For that reason alone, I would not recommend this book to

anyone under the age of 16-17 and even in that, I would hesitate. The book is clean, but some of

the subjects discussed are appropriate for adults.
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